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This article delves into the complex world of organized crime and traces the 

historical roots of its development and impact on society. Focusing on 

corruption cases involving PT Garuda Indonesia and Rolls Royce the 

transnational dimensions of organized crime are examined. A 

criminological lens helps dissect the structural elements of organized crime 

to uncover networks of clients who seek to exploit legal loopholes. 

International legal mechanisms such as the UN Convention against 

Transnational Organized Crime aim to standardize responses to this 

widespread threat. Examining corruption within this framework highlights 

the global reach of organized crime and the need for collective action. 

Lastly as society grows the challenges of organized crime also increase. 

Global understanding combined with international cooperation guided by 

legal frameworks is essential to combat the complex and widespread nature 

of organized crime. This case study highlights the importance of 

criminology in identifying and combating the problem of organized crime 

in an interconnected world by underscoring the urgent need to address not 

only individual crimes but also their interconnectedness. 
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Introduction 

 Along with the growth of periods in society, this frequently has a genuine and 

immediate impact on the conduct of that society (Harkrinowo Harkristuti, 2004). Finally, 

not only does it have a beneficial impact, but behavior growth and change frequently have 

a negative impact. The more individuals who are trained in science, the more probable it is 

that they will utilize this knowledge to deceive current institutions and rules. As a result, 

the law must be a dynamic product that responds to advances in the community's life. If 

the law is not sensitive to changes in people's lives, it will become a written product that 

individuals can easily ignore by employing science to uncover loopholes in the law itself 

(Satuan Tugas Pemberantasan Mafia Hukum, 2011). The implication of the existence of a 

society that is eventually able to identify loopholes in the law is the expanding diversity of 

sorts of crime that exist in society (Sudarto, 2006). In truth, these crimes have been 
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restricted by legislative restrictions, but certain persons frequently exploit their expertise 

to conduct legal deviations for personal or group objectives. These individuals' actions not 

only damage other people, but they may also harm and jeopardize the country's security 

(Sudarto, 2006). 

 Organized crime, also known as organized crime, is a sort of crime done by a group 

of individuals or gangs in which one individual action is linked to a specific illegal objective 

(Light et al., 1994). Light, Keller, and Calhoun's description is further subdivided into two 

types: domestic organized crime and international organized crime (between nations). In 

the history of disclosure, organized crime has become a tough and complicated crime to 

investigate since there may be continuity with other crimes in one case. White collar crime, 

corporate crime, transnational crime, and international crime are all examples of crimes 

that may have a connection to organized crime. It can already be seen from the various 

types of crimes that can become crimes as a result of organized crime that organized crime 

is usually carried out by people who are competent in their fields and are able to organize 

every scenario that is carried out both before and after the crime is committed (Lilik 

Mulyadi, 2015). 

 The bribery case of the former Main Director of PT Garuda Indonesia with a British 

aircraft manufacturing business, Rolls Royce, is one example of transnational organized 

crime. This case eventually drew the defendants, Emirsyah Satar and Soetikno Soedardjo, 

into accusations that differed from those filed by the public prosecutor. This case has 

sparked widespread public concern since it has implicated the CEOs of PT Garuda Indonesia, 

PT Mugi Rekso Abadi, and Rolls-Royce PLC in procurement and aircraft engine wrongdoing. 

They were not only linked to corruption charges, but they were also accused with money 

laundering (Zunita Putri, 2022). Because the crime included numerous people from both 

within and outside the country, this case may be classified as transnational organized crime. 

Furthermore, they were linked between one instance and another with the common goal 

of conducting an illegal act (Teuku Fahmi, 2014). 

 The author will present an examination of organized crime, beginning with its 

history, evolution, and criminological viewpoint, as well as a discussion of instances from 

Decision No. 121/Pid.Sus-TPK/2019/PN Jkt. Pst and Decision No. 122/Pid.Sus-TPK/2019/PN 

Jkt. Pst. The author will present an outline of how, in the end, the two instances that are 

tied to one other are an illustration of organized crime, which involves both domestic and 

foreign legal concerns. The major purpose of the author's many arguments will be to 

establish that organized crime can also be examined via the science of criminology and how 

these criminals may carry out their deeds. 

 

Research Methods 

The author did research on library resources to have a thorough knowledge of the 

offense of "organized crime" in Decision Nos. 121/Pid.Sus-TPK/2019/PN Jkt. Pst. and 
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122/Pid.Sus-TPK/2019/PN Jkt. Pst. On the other hand, the nature of this study is 

descriptive, namely providing a written account of an actual problem utilizing normative 

legal research methodologies, namely research performed by reviewing library resources 

or secondary data. 

 

Results and Discussion 

History and Development of Organized Crime 

Before delving into the history of organized crime, it is crucial to distinguish 

between the two forms of organized crime that can occur domestically, overseas, or 

between two or more nations (Pratama, 2020). Finally, this type of crime can occur not only 

within a country, but also between countries, because perpetrators frequently create 

loopholes for transnational crimes in the hope that these crimes will be difficult to uncover 

because they do not involve a single jurisdiction. Furthermore, the existence of legal 

dualism that happens when a crime is committed across borders is one of the reasons why 

organized crime continues to expand in many countries (Pratama, 2020). 

Of fact, this has occurred in our nation since affirmative laws have been. Indeed, if 

organized crime is defined philosophically, it includes various forms of crimes, such as 

planned murder perpetrated by more than one person, corruption, unlawful gaming, the 

gathering of stolen items, loan sharks, and many more. These crimes are classified as 

organized crimes because they are done by several people playing different roles in order 

to achieve a goal by breaching the law. In reality, the Criminal Code ("KUHP") has accepted 

the term organized crime by including an item on participation in which participation is also 

included as part of the topic of organized crime. However, inclusion is not perfect to serve 

as a basis for validating organized crime because it must be carried out by several people 

who join to realize the offense committed at that time and completed at that time, whereas 

in organized crime, other people who are involved in it are frequently not included in the 

inclusion qualifications because it does not contribute to perfecting the crime but is 

included in the complex network structure that exists within it (Yulistyowati, 2017). 

These crimes occurred not just on a national basis, but also on an international scale 

across time. Indeed, organized crime has existed since the twenty-first century, posing a 

danger to several critical sectors in numerous countries, including politics, the economics, 

and national security (Teuku Fahmi, 2014). Philip C. Jessup was the first to define 

transnational crime; he defined it as a crime that spans national borders, both in terms of 

the technique utilized, the impact of the crime, and the means used (Andika, 2019). With 

the advent of the internet, this crime has skyrocketed. Initially, there were various 

transnational crimes committed in the United States by syndicates of criminal organizations 

from Asia, the Balkans, the Middle East, and Russia. This move was successful in weakening 

democracy and market discipline in the United States, resulting in a drop in capital 

investments owing to the large number of crimes threatening national security, economic 
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progress, and political stability (Andika, 2019). Indeed, various observations may be derived 

from these events regarding potential for organized crime to join the economic sector, 

beginning with harmful business activities such as insider trading, price gouging, economic 

intimidation, corruption, pollution, and others. Second, through the underground 

economy, which can occur through illicit item trafficking or black market operations, 

resulting in state losses for unregistered economic activity. Third, there is legitimate 

business and money laundering, which is a black circle in which a firm is built via unlawful 

sources of money funding (Kristin Finklea, 2009). 

 Among these several possibilities, the United States eventually gives greater 

attention to creating laws connected to the likelihood of organized crime for profit and 

terrorism for ideological reasons. Essentially, organized crime and terrorism have distinct 

goals, but they have one link: money. This relationship begins when terrorist groups require 

financing, which is achieved by collaborating with organized crime so that both operate 

concurrently. Aside from that, the US is leery of other sorts of organized crime performed 

by these organized criminal organizations, such as debt collectors, contract murderers, 

bouncers, and other unlawful employment (Teuku Fahmi, 2014). Not only is organized 

crime viewed as a security issue, but there is also a link between organized crime and the 

politics of various nations. For instance, consider what occurred in Mexico in 2003, when 

these organized criminals joined the political arena with a two-way interaction that 

mutually impacted one another. Politicians utilize organized crime to get what they want, 

while organized crime employs politicians as criminal protection. This is, of course, due to 

a country's political system's inadequacy. If the link between politics and organized crime 

is permitted, the political circumstances will no longer be clean politics because there will 

be future political reciprocation between the politician and the individual involved in 

organized crime (Teuku Fahmi, 2014). 

 Other than what happened above, other transnational organized crime examples 

show that organized crime has spread and had multi-sectoral effects on the nations 

concerned. As a result, international legal mechanisms dealing with organized cross-border 

crime, known as the United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime 

("Palermo Convention"), have been designed to limit the emergence of new possibilities 

for organized crime. This convention was created to offer regulations for the establishment 

of standards for each participant country's national legislation. Each country still has 

peculiarities when it comes to the rule of law, which makes it tough to investigate or punish 

organized crime (Kristin Finklea, 2009). At the Millennium General Assembly in Palermo, 

Italy, 120 UN member states collaborated on the creation of this treaty. Finally, this 

agreement was enacted in November 2000 and went into force after being accepted by 40 

nations (United Nations agreement Against Transnational Organized Crime, 2003). With the 

existence of standardization addressing the problem of organized crime, the establishment 

of the convention became a guide for member nations regarding what measures they 



Organized Crime in the Corruption … 

128 

 

IJLDR 

International Journal of Law Dynamics Review 

Volume 1, Number 2, November 2023 

should implement. In summary, this convention controls the requirements of its member 

nations to develop categories for all crimes perpetrated by organized crime organizations, 

which include acts of corruption, corporate crime, and the participation of other crimes as 

a criminal offense governed by laws and regulations. Furthermore, because organized 

crime is likely to be accompanied by money laundering activities, the state must be able to 

trace money laundering that happens as a result of these crimes. In addition to focusing on 

the perpetrators, the treaty requires each country to safeguard and ensure the rights of 

witnesses who testify against this group (Mansyur Semma, 2008). 

 

Corruption as a Type of Transnational Organized Crime 

Corruption has become an issue not only on a national but also on a worldwide 

scale. One cause for the high degree of corruption is a lack of rule of law and law 

enforcement in relation to corruption (Keintjem, 2016). The complexities of this corruption 

case are expanding over time. Corruption may now be committed across borders in a 

number of methods that were previously unregulated by law. Because corruption crimes 

can be committed using increasingly sophisticated and unlimited methods, national 

borders are no longer an issue because there are currently two international conventions 

that regulate corruption as a transnational crime, namely the United Nations Convention 

Against Corruption and the United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized 

Crime (Keintjem, 2016). Article 8 of the United Nations Convention Against Transnational 

Organized Crime specifies that every country must take legislative steps to declare it a 

crime, particularly (United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime, 

2003): 

a.) Promise or give an excessive advantage to a public official, either directly or indirectly, 

for the official himself or herself or another person or entity, such that the official acts or 

refrains from acting in his official responsibilities 

b.) A public official's solicitation or acceptance, directly or indirectly, of an unfair advantage 

for the official himself or another person or organization in exchange for the official to act 

or refrain from acting in the performance of his or her official obligations. 

The article highlights that any activity aimed at offering something to a public 

official, whether to do or not do something, might be classified as a criminal. Aside from 

that, this item can be charged against foreign public officials or international civil workers, 

and the state party is required to analyze and assess it as a different type of criminal 

conduct of corruption (Arifin & Fatasya, 2019). Public officials in this context might also be 

viewed as suppliers of public services as defined by each country's domestic legislation. The 

establishment of this agreement highlights that corruption is a crime that must be 

combated collectively, taking into account the complexities of corruption and the wide-

ranging damages caused by corruption, not just for the state but also for society (Arifin & 

Fatasya, 2019). 
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Former PT Garuda Indonesia Main Director Emirsyah Satar and PT Mugi Rekso Abadi 

Director Soetikno Soebardjo have been identified as defendants in the alleged corruption 

case involving the acquisition of CRJ 1000 and ATR 72-600 aircraft (Fachrur Rozie, 2019). 

Emirsyah Satar was found to have taken payments from Rolls Royce PLC in exchange for PT 

Garuda Indonesia's Airbus SAS aircraft acquisition. Soetikno Soedarjo provided the bribe 

money in the amount of IDR 46 billion. In addition to the alleged bribery case, Emirsyah 

was found to have conducted money laundering for the bribe money. The money 

laundering that occurred on its own was not a separate issue, but was intimately tied to 

the alleged misconduct. Emirsyah moved bribes to a variety of accounts in the names of 

other persons; he also fled the money abroad by purchasing assets. 

Soetikno Soedarjo was found guilty of concealing USD 1,458,364.28 in cash by 

putting it in Soetikno's name in a Woodlake International account, paying for an apartment 

unit in Australia and Singapore, and settling debts at Bank UOB Indonesia. In its indictment, 

the panel of judges condemned Soetikno Soedarjo to six years in jail and a fine of IDR 1 

billion, with a three-month suspension on May 8, 2020 (Fachrur Rozie, 2019). 

The corruption case cost the state Rp. 8.8 trillion since the acquisition of the aircraft 

was allegedly illegal and benefited the lessor. In this case, Emirsyah and the team were 

found to have failed to conduct an evaluation and to have been opaque in determining the 

winner of the aircraft procurement in accordance with Presidential Regulation Number 70 

of 2012 concerning the Second Amendment to Presidential Regulation Number 54 of 2010 

concerning Government Procurement of Goods and Services, which was then updated with 

Presidential Regulation Number 4 of 2015 concerning Government Procurement of Goods 

and Services. (Putera Negara, 2017). It is also believed that the Rolls-Royce corporation did 

not adhere to the procurement guidelines that should have been followed. In this situation, 

the money for the project were first given by a third party, who would subsequently pay 

them to the lessor via PT Garuda Indonesia (Putera Negara, 2017). Not only did Indonesia 

examine the matter, but the British Government also interfered through the Serious Fraud 

Office (SFO) in this case. Bombardier has initiated an internal inquiry into the corporation, 

including the aircraft acquisition and leasing. This inquiry was launched when Emirsyah 

Satar and Hadinoto were accused with money laundering related to the Garuda aircraft 

acquisition process. 

From this case, it may be argued that while committing a crime, anybody can take 

whatever method to ensure that the crime is not caught, as Soetikno and Emirsyah did by 

laundering the bribe money. Aside from that, it can be demonstrated in this case that 

bribery instances might be carried out by foreign corporations in order to win the tender. 

The British government did not sit mute in response to this issue; they also conducted an 

inquiry into suspected bribery incidents perpetrated by firms in their nation. As a result, 

both the Indonesian and English governments responded quickly and aggressively, owing 

to the fact that the losses occurred in more than one area. 
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Organized Crime from a Criminological Perspective 

Organized crime, being a complicated kind of crime, makes it extremely difficult for 

law enforcement personnel to identify the perpetrators and participants. Often, the 

perpetrators of organized crime are eventually uncovered as a result of the testimony of a 

single jailed suspect. persons who become components in organized crime are not typical 

street criminals; they are persons with easy access, making the crimes they commit harder 

to discover. This is supported by National Advisory Committee findings, which state that 

perpetrators of organized crime include crooked businesses, members of their jobs, public 

officials, select work groups, and professional extortionists (Pratama, 2020). 

 This resulted in the emergence of four major types of organized crime: the classic 

criminal syndicate, which is a traditional organization that performs covert acts, has a 

distinct hierarchy, and frequently deals in illegal commodities. Furthermore, there are non-

traditional syndicates that are still below conventional since they are smaller in terms of 

bulk and size. Furthermore, this gang is semi-organized, and they have short-term criminal 

goals with smaller members as well. Fourth, this organization has local, politically 

controlled organized crime; they are true partners in a political structure and authority. 

Their efforts may also have an impact on the political realm. The last kind is national, 

politically controlled organized crime, which operates on a national scale and may 

intervene in national politics (Harkrinowo Harkristuti, 2004). 

It may be deduced from the many forms of organized crime that organized crime 

has an organized organization and can be a patrimonial or patron-client network. This 

suggests that organized crime has evolved into a societal phenomenon, with one of the 

contributing elements being a desire to exploit loopholes and profit in ways that violate the 

law. As a result, an in-depth and complete investigation is necessary when examining 

situations that are suggested to be carried out in an orderly way. 

 

Conclusion 

Along with the growth of the times in society, this frequently has a genuine and 

immediate impact on the conduct of that culture. If the law is not sensitive to changes in 

people's lives, it will become a written product that individuals can easily ignore by 

employing science to uncover loopholes in the law itself. Given the changes in society, one 

sort of crime that is on the rise is organized crime. Organized crime is a complex and hard 

crime to investigate since there may be continuity with other crimes in one instance. This 

crime can occur not just within a country, but also across nations, because criminals 

frequently create loopholes for transnational crimes in the assumption that these crimes 

will be difficult to find because they do not involve a single jurisdiction. 
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Organized crime is prevalent and has a wide-ranging influence on the countries 

involved. As a result, in order to limit the emergence of new possibilities for organized 

crime, international legal mechanisms governing organized cross-border crime, such as the 

United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime, have been devised. 

With the existence of standardization about the problem of organized crime, the 

establishment of the convention became a guide for member nations regarding what 

measures they should carry out. The bribing of PT Garuda Indonesia with a Rolls Royce is 

one illustration of the case. From this case, it may be argued that while committing a crime, 

anybody can take whatever method to ensure that the crime is not caught, as Soetikno and 

Emirsyah did by laundering the bribe money. The issues caused by organized crime 

eventually give rise to a new taxonomy of organized crime types in criminology. Organized 

crime has a consistent structure and might be a patrimonial or patron-client network. This 

suggests that organized crime has evolved into a societal phenomenon, with one of the 

contributing elements being a desire to exploit loopholes and profit in ways that violate the 

law. 
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